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• Early detection saves lives. While most cases of pancreatic cancer do not run in families, we 
know that around 1 in 10 pancreatic cancers are inherited. 

• Pancreatic Cancer UK, supported by NHS England, have launched a new campaign to 
increase awareness of the inherited risk of pancreatic cancer.

• The campaign aims to increase referrals of people with inherited risk of pancreatic cancer to 
a national study known as the European Registry of Hereditary Pancreatic Diseases 
(EUROPAC), so they can receive regular monitoring. 

• Pancreatic Cancer UK have developed a new simple online Family History Checker which 
allows people to check their eligibility and self-refer to the EUROPAC study. 

What is the campaign?
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https://bit.ly/3APN5vB


Familial pancreatic cancer eligibility

• Two or more relatives of first-degree kinship (sibling, parent and grandparent) affected by pancreatic 
cancer.

• Three or more relatives affected by pancreatic cancer (on the same side of the family i.e., maternal, or 
paternal).

• Carrier of a known genetic mutation, including BRCA1, BRCA2, PALB2, CDKN2A (p16), ATM, Lynch 
syndrome, and one family member affected by pancreatic cancer.

• Carrier of Peutz-Jeghers.

Hereditary pancreatitis eligibility

• Families with two or more relatives with idiopathic pancreatitis.
• Families with at least one case of pancreatitis and a confirmed causative mutation in the PRSS1 gene.

The registry criteria and does not determine eligibility for surveillance. A risk assessment is conducted as 
part of registration to determine eligibility for surveillance.
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Who is eligible for referral to EUROPAC?



1. Discuss the EUROPAC monitoring programme with 
patients who may have an inherited risk of pancreatic 
cancer and refer directly to EUROPAC through the 
regional navigators in your region.

2. Refer using the referral form and contact details for 
each regional navigator in England

3. Following a referral, the EUROPAC study team will 
contact the patient to undertake a full family history. A 
further risk assessment is then conducted as part of 
registration to determine eligibility for surveillance.

If you live in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland you can 
send referrals to Europac.Study@liverpoolft.nhs.uk.
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How can healthcare professionals refer? 



Pancreatic cancer MDT

• MDT should consider whether an individual with pancreatic cancer or relatives maybe is eligible for 
registration during MDT discussion

• Individuals with pancreatic cancer are eligible for the registry only. Relatives of patients may be 
eligible for both registration and surveillance.

Genetic services

• Upon diagnosis of relevant genetic condition, ask relevant individuals about family history of 
pancreatic cancer or hereditary pancreatitis as appropriate.

GPs

• GP to discuss concerns and family history of pancreatic cancer. 
• Discuss study with relevant individuals and refer onwards if individual would like to consider the study.
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Potential routes to refer patients 



Development of an online interactive self-referral tool to identify and signpost eligible people to the 
EUROPAC surveillance programme

Development and delivery of a national campaign to maximise awareness of inherited risk and the 
availability of the surveillance programme among: 

o Pancreatic Cancer UK existing patient and supporter audience
o Healthcare professionals, current patients and health bodies
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Inherited risk campaign

1

2

This will in turn: 

▪ Increase the number of people enrolled onto the EUROPAC registry 
▪ Increase the number of people enrolled onto active surveillance for pancreatic cancer 
▪ Shift the stage at diagnosis for pancreatic cancer and support the NHS England 75% early 

diagnosis ambition
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What does the 
platform look 
like?

Family History Checker
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Family History Checker

People can self-
refer to 
EUROPAC
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Follow up information and support email – referral
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Follow up information and support email – no referral 



1. Discuss the EUROPAC monitoring programme with patients who may have an inherited 
risk of pancreatic cancer and refer directly to EUROPAC through the regional navigators 
in your region.

2. You can also visit Pancreatic Cancer UK's inherited risk resources hub for more 
information about the campaign and to order patient and healthcare professional 
resources.

3. Promote and share the Family History Checker and download campaign resources to 
raise awareness among healthcare professionals and local populations.

4. Your patients can also check their eligibility and self-refer for the study using a simple 
online Family History Checker
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How can healthcare professionals support the 
campaign?

https://bit.ly/3APN5vB


Pancreatic Cancer UK Inherited Risk Resources Hub

• Healthcare professionals can visit the Pancreatic Cancer UK Inherited Risk 
Resources Hub for more information about the campaign and to order 
patient and healthcare professional resources. 

Health professional information sheet

• Healthcare professionals can download the healthcare professional 
information sheet which has further information about the EUROPAC study 
and how to refer patients. 
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Healthcare professional resources

https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/health-professionals/inherited-risk-resources-hub
https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/health-professionals/inherited-risk-resources-hub
https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Pancreatic-cancer-inherited-risk-fact-sheet-for-HPs.pdf
https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Pancreatic-cancer-inherited-risk-fact-sheet-for-HPs.pdf


Healthcare professionals can order a pack of resources to 
help raise awareness of the inherited risk of pancreatic 
cancer.

The pack contains:

• 2 A4 Family History Checker posters

• 10 A6 Family History Checker postcards

• 1 A4 Health professional information sheet

The pack of resources is available to order from the 
Pancreatic Cancer UK website. 

You can also download and print the following resources: 

• Family History Checker poster

• Health professional information sheet
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Order printed campaign resources

https://shop.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/collections/for-health-professionals/products/family-history-checker-pack
https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Family-History-Checker-poster.pdf
https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Pancreatic-cancer-inherited-risk-fact-sheet-for-HPs.pdf


Promote and share Pancreatic Cancer UK’s Family History Checker on 
social media to raise awareness among healthcare professionals and local 
populations.

www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/information/family-history-checker/

Social media assets: 

Instagram, Facebook or LinkedIn

▪ Download Family History Checker asset (Option 1)
▪ Download Family History Checker asset (Option 2)

X
▪ Download Family History Checker asset (Option 1) 
▪ Download Family History Checker asset (Option 2)

Pancreatic Cancer UK's Family History Checker (youtube.com)
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Social media campaign assets

http://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/information/family-history-checker/
https://pancreatic.resourcespace.com/pages/view.php?ref=9197&k=b1fadfef83
https://pancreatic.resourcespace.com/?r=9199&k=f5e0ab57be
https://pancreatic.resourcespace.com/pages/view.php?ref=9198&k=d61a75cff9
https://pancreatic.resourcespace.com/?r=9200&k=6fc72446a6
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D7f4Cjns4RR4&data=05%7C02%7CPeter%40pancreaticcancer.org.uk%7Ce08c7f259b1a4bb8762c08dcd19c4996%7Cc111cfb004cf4be9b8090a25ef8606c8%7C1%7C0%7C638615716380457413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QZcLgkljXdMw2DEOPAWQafQIXpM9ANByYY0bBjbZyVQ%3D&reserved=0


Facebook, Instagram or LinkedIn

Pancreatic cancer has the lowest survival of any common cancer. 
Detecting this devastating disease early could save your, or a loved 
one's, life. Most cases of pancreatic cancer do not run in families, 
however if more than one member of your family has been diagnosed 
with the disease, you could be at higher risk.

Pancreatic Cancer UK have launched a new Family History Checker, 
supported by NHS England, which allows you to check your family risk 
by answering three quick questions.

Find out if you and your family may benefit from regular monitoring 
which could save your life https://bit.ly/3MB6ALh 
#PCUKHistoryChecker

X
1 in 10 cases of #PancreaticCancer run in families. 
@PancreaticCanUK's Family History Checker can help identify 
people with a family history of pancreatic cancer who may benefit 
from regular monitoring that could save their lives 
https://bit.ly/3MB6ALh #PCUKHistoryChecker
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Example posts for social media

https://bit.ly/3MB6ALh
https://bit.ly/3MB6ALh


1. Continue to work to set up and support referrals into EUROPAC via regional 
navigators, as requested by NHS England. 

2. Promote and share the Family History Checker and download campaign resources 
to raise awareness among healthcare professionals and local populations.

3. Share the Pancreatic Cancer UK Inherited Risk Resources Hub via healthcare 
professional channels and networks.

Pancreatic Cancer UK are keen to explore new ways to promote the campaign, 
including improving reach to diverse communities, setting up automatic GP text 
services or promoting case studies in local media. 
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How can Cancer Alliances support the campaign?

https://bit.ly/3APN5vB
https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/health-professionals/inherited-risk-resources-hub
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